
 

Community Report 

Fort St John - “The Energetic City” 
This document shares a summary of the Community Energy Dialogue held in Fort St. John, a city of 
approximately 21,000 people in northeastern BC, on January 28th, 2026. The dialogue was held in 
partnership with the Peace River Regional District. The conversation involved 21 community members and 
was facilitated by Kara Shaw. Quotes have been reported anonymously. 
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Summary 
As home to an active oil and gas industry, major hydroelectric infrastructure (including the W.A.C. Bennett, 

Peace Canyon, and Site C dams), and multiple renewable energy developments (including operational wind 

farms, biomass, and small-scale solar installations), the Peace River Regional District (Fort St. John) is deeply 

involved in the energy economy. Community members shared a range of concerns, including: a lack of clarity 

around regulatory and permitting processes and collaboration across levels of government; competition for 

land use in the face of increasing energy demands; navigating polarized conversations around energy; a lack 

of investment in key infrastructure; the need for technologies to be proven to work in the North; and a 

shortage of trained and registered professionals to support energy efficiency retrofits and renewables 

maintenance.  

Participants also noted that the energy story of the region is not well understood beyond its borders 

— as one participant put it, “We are the Energetic City, but there’s no way to find the energetic story — the 

story of the energy in the region”. A balance is needed between rapid energy development and the long-

term well-being of communities, particularly as new provincial legislation (e.g., Bill 14 and Bill 15) raises 

concerns that the region will bear the costs of provincial energy ambitions without adequate say in shaping 

outcomes. 

Key priorities outlined by community members are categorized into five themes: greater 

investment to support innovation in the region; more proactive and effective provincial government 

engagement; support for integration of household-scale energy development; support for community 

engagement; and support for economic and workforce development. 
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Key Assets Identified 

• Oil and gas infrastructure: Montney formation gas fields; well pads, pipelines, compressor stations, 

and substations across the region 

• Large-scale hydroelectricity: W.A.C. Bennett, Peace Canyon, and Site C dams 

• Wind energy: At least four operational wind farms (Dokie, Bear Mountain, Sukunka, and 

Zonnebeke), with additional projects approved or in planning, including Stewart Creek and Taylor  

• Biomass and solar: At least one biomass plant (Chetwynd) and small-scale solar installations; 

extensive transportation and road infrastructure, largely maintained by industry 

• Emerging energy potential: Geothermal resources, substantial wind resource (9 of 14 proposals in 

BC Hydro’s last Call for Power are for NE BC wind projects), hydrogen, and waste-to-energy 

opportunities 

• Northern Lights College: Campuses in Fort St. John and Dawson Creek, with a Centre for Applied 

Energy and Environmental Sustainability offering hands-on training and an alternative energy 

demonstration building 

• City of Fort St. John leadership: History of early adoption of Passive House, micro-hydro, and solar-

ready home construction initiatives 

Key Actors Involved 

The 21 participants included local residents working in a variety of industries, elected officials and 

staff of local and regional governments, representatives of educational institutions and community 

organizations, property owners and renters, residents of Fort St. John and of other communities in the 

region, people who have lived in the region for generations and relative newcomers. Despite this diversity, 

participants felt that there were important perspectives missing, emphasizing that more conversations 

would be essential to grasp the full diversity of voices and views in the region. 

Key institutional actors include the Peace River Regional District (PRRD), the City of Fort St. John, 

Northern Lights College, the BC Energy Regulator, BC Hydro, and multiple First Nations governments — 

including Blueberry River First Nations, Doig River First Nation, Halfway River First Nation, Kwadacha Nation, 

Saulteau First Nations, Tsay Keh Dene Band, and West Moberly First Nations — all of whom hold significant 

roles in regional energy development and land stewardship. 



 3 

Opportunities Discussed 

• Emerging energy sectors: Strong interest in geothermal, hydrogen, waste-to-energy, and cleaner oil 

and gas development as extensions of the existing energy economy 

• Made-in-the-North innovation: Local demonstration and pilot projects to test technologies in 

northern climates before broader adoption 

• Indigenous equity and partnership: BC Hydro’s Call for Power mandates Indigenous equity 

ownership, and several First Nations are already active energy developers (e.g., Saulteau First 

Nations’ Taylor Wind Project, West Moberly’s Stewart Creek Wind Project, and geothermal 

initiatives) 

• Regional collaboration: The PRRD’s Regional Climate Resiliency Plan offers a platform for inter-

community and intergovernmental coordination; the "Creating Energy" conference is being 

revamped as a regional forum 

• Workforce and training pipeline: Northern Lights College’s existing and developing programming 

could support skills development tailored to northern and emerging energy needs 

• Household-scale energy: Interest in community- and household-scale solar, retrofits, and energy 

resilience, provided policy and financing supports are restored (e.g., net-metering programs) 

Challenges and Vulnerabilities 

Capacity limitations: 

• Shortage of certified professionals to conduct energy audits, deep retrofits, and heat pump 

installations, making provincial climate programs inaccessible 

• Youth unemployment and a labour market mismatch, with youth being overlooked for entry-level 

jobs while skilled workers are brought in from outside the region 

• Ageing and underfunded infrastructure (roads, bridges, broadband), often maintained by industry 

rather than government 

Environmental and social risks: 

• Landfills nearing capacity, with no clear plan for recycling wind turbine components or solar panels 

at end of life 

• Cumulative land-use pressures from layered energy development (oil and gas, wind, pipelines) 

falling disproportionately on a small number of landowners 
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• Concerns about whether Site C’s promised local economic benefits materialized, given that workers 

were housed in camps and most were brought from outside the region 

• Energy supply pressures: Site C power has largely been allocated to industrial electrification, leaving 

limited surplus for residential or community needs 

Regulatory and legal gaps: 

• No regulatory framework for cumulative impact assessment of renewable energy development 

• Permitting processes perceived as slow and overly bureaucratic, inhibiting innovation; new Step 

Code requirements add construction costs in an under-serviced professional landscape 

• Concerns about Bills 14 and 15 (Renewable Energy Projects Streamlined Permitting Act and 

Infrastructure Projects Act) reducing local agency over energy development decisions 

Priorities Moving Forward 

Advocacy and representation: 

• Greater proactive engagement by provincial government with the region — moving from a reactive 

to a planning-oriented stance; clearer communication and collaboration between provincial/federal 

agencies and local/regional governments 

• The region should have meaningful agency to ensure new energy developments support community 

well-being, manage cumulative impacts, and do not undermine agriculture or other economic 

sectors 

Information and knowledge gaps: 

• Need for awareness-building within the community about what the PRRD and regional actors are 

doing on energy and climate; desire for measurable indicators tied to the Regional Climate 

Resiliency Plan goals 

• More accessible communication formats (online, hybrid, QR-code-linked engagement tools) to 

broaden participation beyond the "committee of the willing" 

• Integrated energy economy planning model needed for northern BC to link energy, economic, and 

land-use planning in a coherent framework 

Supports required: 

• Technical: Demonstration and testing of energy technologies specifically designed for northern 

climates; waste-to-energy feasibility development; geothermal and hydrogen project support 
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• Financial: Restoration of net-metering and subsidy programs to support household-scale energy 

development; financing support for retrofits 

• Workforce: Expanded training programs at Northern Lights College for energy auditors, retrofit 

professionals, and renewables technicians; pathways for youth employment in the energy sector 

• Cultural and engagement: Non-polarizing forums for community dialogue on energy; bridging 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous government collaboration on joint energy projects 

 

 

Energy in Fort St. John 
Fort St. John (“The Energetic City”) and the Peace region are drivers of the energy-economy in BC. The region 

hosts an active oil and gas industry, large-scale hydropower infrastructure, and wind farms, as well as some 

biomass and small-scale solar installations. It also contains extensive resources for further energy 

development, with potential for geothermal, a substantial wind resource (nine of fourteen proposals in BC 

Hydro’s last Call for Power are for wind developments in NE BC), and interest in biomass, waste-to-energy, 

and hydrogen. One participant captured the breadth of this landscape well: “It is a very diverse energy-

focused region — the whole region. So we’ve got wind, we’ve got solar, we’ve got BC Hydro, we’ve got, 
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obviously, oil and gas as the backbone here. And we’re working on all kinds of future developments... with 

geothermal, and some of the other projects that are very advanced technology.”   Participants in the 

conversation expressed pride in the contributions of the region to the provincial economy, as well as in the 

ways that individuals and industry in the region innovate to advance new opportunities.  

 

Participants also raised concerns around energy in the region, ranging from permitting and 

regulatory challenges to land-use competition in the face of renewable energy developments. The oil and 

gas industry was emphasized as the main economic driver in the region, although the ‘boom and bust’ cycle 

of the industry was also raised as a concern. Some participants expressed concern about a lack of effective 

communication about energy in the region, both internally and more widely, noting that: “We are the 

Energetic City, but there’s no way to find the energetic story — the story of the energy in the region.” 

Although there has been some development of renewable resources—primarily wind and solar—

with uptake led by the oil and gas industry, there are also substantial concerns about rapid expansion of 

renewables, wind in particular. The lack of regulatory clarity, competing land uses (in relation to existing 

agriculture and oil and gas), the absence of any cumulative impact assessment, and concerns about recycling 

of renewable energy infrastructure were all highlighted. On the land-use pressures from layered energy 

development, one landowner participant was direct:  

“Some of the [areas] where there’s most oil and gas in our area, that’s where they’re proposing 

some of these wind farms. So these landowners have multiple types of energy sources on their land, and so 

that’s taking from their day — every day, negotiating, discussing... It’s just a big weight on, sometimes just 

a few landowners.”  

The lack of clear processes or capacity in place in the region for recycling wind turbines and solar 

panels was emphasized, especially because existing landfills are nearing capacity: “Every six to ten years, 

the turbines have to be replaced, or the batteries in a solar panel have to be replaced, and right now they ’re 

going to landfills. So it’s not as renewable as it sounds, because the systems aren’t in place to deal with it.”   

“The rest of BC doesn’t understand the north-east at all, and it’s a problem, I think. We’re 

only known for oil and gas and sightseeing... and there’s so much more to register.” 
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Given the landfill situation, waste-to-energy was mentioned as an interest, although with frustration that 

there appeared to be little support for this from the provincial or federal governments: “We don’t have 

anything in the province that they believe in [as] waste energy. And yet, all the waste that this province 

takes in, we’re putting in landfills. We’re burying it.” Although some expressed interest in biomass and 

biofuel development in the region, others suggested that there is not enough fiber available to make these 

projects viable; two pellet plants in the region (in Chetwynd and Fort St John) have recently closed, at least 

in part due to lack of access to fiber. The need for significant social license, including through increased 

education and outreach, was raised as a requirement for more renewable energy projects to be developed. 

As one participant noted: “Right now, there are people here that still don’t believe wind turbines are 

creating feasible power” — underscoring the importance of demonstration projects and open dialogue. 

A lack of communication and collaboration with provincial decision-makers was raised as an issue 

that slows down potential innovation and new developments. Frustration was expressed by some that 

regulatory constraints and permitting processes are inhibiting innovation in the region, although others 

expressed skepticism about whether this was the case: “There’s too much bureaucracy — provincial 

bureaucracy. You can talk energy all you want to, but there’s so much bureaucracy that nothing gets moved 

along.” Permitting requirements were also raised as an issue for building in the region, as the new Step Code 

requirements can pose challenges for building expenses and affordability of housing:  “Step code 

requirements add expense to building homes and buildings, so it’s a challenge for them in this environment 

and also the professionals to do the energy audits are a challenge.” Finding local professionals who are 

certified and able to perform home retrofits was noted as a challenge, with one participant asking whether 

climate-focused incentive programs are even designed for northern realities: “I don’t know if heat pumps 

really work that well up here, because we get so cold.” 

Although there was clear pride in the region’s energy profile and strengths, many also expressed 

concern that they were caught in a reactive rather than proactive stance around future development in the 

region. There is a desire for local communities to have more opportunities to shape their own future 

pathways, including fair and inclusive distribution of opportunities. In the context of the recent passage of 

the Renewable Energy Projects (Streamlined Permitting) Act (Bill 14) and the Infrastructure Projects Act (Bill 

15), there were also concerns expressed that the region would be expected to bear the brunt of new energy 
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development without having agency to ensure that these developments support their communities, 

manage cumulative impacts, and don’t compromise other important economic drivers, such as agriculture.  

 

Key Assets, Actors, & Infrastructures 

Energy assets and infrastructures in and around Fort St John include gas fields (Montney formation, with 

others further north in the region), oil and gas infrastructure (well pads, pipelines, compressor stations, 

substations, etc.); large-scale hydroelectricity (W.A.C. Bennett, Peace Canyon, and Site C dams); at least four 

operational wind farms (Dokie, Bear Mountain, Sukunka, and Zonnebeke), with more approved or in 

planning; at least one biomass power plant (in Chetwynd); some small-scale solar installations, and 

substantial transportation and road infrastructure linked to energy development. The importance of the 

transportation infrastructure was emphasized by several participants as it supports other economic activity, 

while largely being maintained by industry rather than government.  

 

The importance of these energy assets and industries--especially oil and gas--was strongly 

emphasized by participants, with several noting that oil and gas “pays the bills” locally, contributing 

“Oil and gas pays the bills in the region.” 

https://www.innergex.com/en/sites/dokie
https://peaceenergy.ca/bear-mountain-wind-park/
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/bc-s-largest-indigenous-owned-green-energy-project-completed-802557784.html
https://www.naturalforces.ca/projects/zonnebeke-wind-energy-project/
https://www.power-technology.com/data-insights/power-plant-profile-chetwynd-biomass-power-plant-canada/?cf-view
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significantly to good quality local employment, as well as supporting community amenities and 

infrastructure. Several participants were direct about their skepticism of rapid renewable expansion in this 

context:  

“We’ve already got oil and gas. We’ve got the cleanest natural gas in the world. We’ve got plenty 

of it, and there are plays that have not even been opened up yet. So why not just focus on that and do it 

really well and do the best we can, instead of bringing in... and imposing more on people ’s land?”   

 There was widespread agreement that additional energy development in the region was 

potentially welcome, but that this would most likely be led by the oil and gas industry and would need to 

meet the needs of communities and existing industries. As one participant put it: “There’s some sense of 

fear and threat to oil and gas — as a deep connection — by new technologies coming in.” 

Participants pointed to the recently completed Site C dam with some ambivalence, suggesting that 

the promised local economic benefits during the construction phase did not materialize. This was in part 

because the decision was made to build a camp for workers, which meant they engaged minimally with 

local communities, and the majority of workers were brought from elsewhere, as local folks didn ’t have--or 

have the opportunity to acquire--the needed skills and qualifications. Concerns were also raised that its 

promised benefits were allocated away from local residential needs:  

“Site C originally, on its original purpose, was to be residential power. Then when the green initiative 

came in... they said, okay, we are going to force all the oil and gas producers to electrify and the pipeline to 

be electrified. So all that energy that comes from Site C — probably 89, 90% of it — is going to industry.” 

One participant summarized the situation bluntly: “Site C is spoken for.”  
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The energy pressures on the region are compounding as a result: “It needs to be part of the bigger 

picture in the planning, because now there are pressures on our hydro, and we’re having to bring in and 

consider things like wind turbines to supplement that... We used to have a surplus, but the planning wasn ’t 

there before all these things were implemented, and now there are pressures that have to be addressed 

somehow.” 

The City of Fort St. John was an early leader in energy efficiency and alternative energy initiatives, 

including supporting a Passive House project  and a micro-hydro project. They also offered considerable 

support for household-scale solar installations—with most new homes in the City built solar-ready before 

changes to BC Hydro’s net-metering program rendered this approach uneconomic. The Peace River Regional 

District was mentioned as an important regional actor, particularly in the context of its recent Regional 

Climate Resiliency Plan (see Appendix). Other local governments in the region as well as community 

organizations (i.e. farming and ranching organizations, co-ops, advocacy organizations) were also 

mentioned as offering important leadership on a range of issues. 

As mentioned above, there was less enthusiasm for federal and provincial government involvement 

in the region, with several participants expressing frustration that they are not more constructive partners, 

noting that ageing infrastructure in the region is in dire need of investment, and many services that other 

regions might expect would be offered by government (such as road maintenance) fall to industry partners 

instead. Similarly, frustration was expressed about the BC Energy Regulator, with concerns expressed both 

about regulatory gaps (e.g. regarding renewable energy development) and excessively bureaucratic or slow 

permitting processes stifling innovation. There was a strong desire for clearer lines of communication and 

more collaborative, responsive relationships with provincial and federal agencies.  

Indigenous governments, including Blueberry River First Nations, Doig River First Nation, Halfway 

River First Nation, Kwadacha Nation, Saulteau First Nations, Tsay Keh Dene Band, and West Moberly First 

Nations, were noted as important actors in the region, particularly in relation to BC Hydro’s Calls for Power, 

which mandate Indigenous equity ownership in all proposed developments. Some frustration was 

expressed that there is no framework to incentivize collaboration across Indigenous and local or regional 

governments on energy developments.   

https://www.fortstjohn.ca/community-and-culture/energy-efficiency-initiatives/passive-house-project
https://www.fortstjohn.ca/community-and-culture/energy-efficiency-initiatives/micro-hydro-project
https://www.prrd.bc.ca/our-government/plans-reports-and-studies/regional-climate-resiliency-plan-rcrp/
https://www.prrd.bc.ca/our-government/plans-reports-and-studies/regional-climate-resiliency-plan-rcrp/
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Northern Lights College was emphasized as an important local asset: with campuses in both Fort 

St. John and Dawson Creek (and across northern BC), they have a primary focus on meeting the educational 

and training needs of local communities. Their Centre for Applied Energy and Environmental Sustainability 

works closely with industry partners to offer training for students to enter the energy industry, as well as to 

develop new programming to support emerging needs. Their assets include an alternative energy 

demonstration building as well as a wide range of hands-on training facilities. Their existing and developing 

programming offers the potential for “made in the north” innovation, including demonstration projects to 

socialize and test emerging technologies, and industry-leading training programs for emergent needs. 

Participants were clear that technologies need to be proven locally before uptake can grow: “Try to find 

technology that’s tested in locations [like ours] so that you know that it works... until you actually know 

people that it actually supports — focused on being available and ready to work in the North — you’re not 

going to take that risk.”   

 

Overall the region is well-supported economically by existing energy industries, supports the 

provincial economy through the energy that is exported from the region, and also has significant capacity 

and desire for collaboration to support more energy-focused economic development, with interest not least 

https://www.nlc.bc.ca/
https://www.nlc.bc.ca/college-news/a-new-beginning-for-alternative-energy-education-with-caees/
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in geothermal, biomass, waste to energy, and hydrogen. The region also has some of the best wind potential 

in the province, as evidenced by the number of wind projects proposed for the region in BC Hydro’s last Call 

for Power, as well as those in development (including Stewart Creek and Taylor). As one participant summed 

up: “What I want to see, and what I think we’re very capable of around here, is the integration” — of existing 

energy strengths, emerging technologies, local workforce capacity, and community-led planning. 

Vulnerabilities and Concerns  

 

Participants highlighted significant concerns about infrastructure vulnerabilities in the region, highlighting 

inequities between the contributions the region makes to provincial revenues and a lack of investment in 

essential infrastructure in the region. Several raised the example of the Taylor River Bridge, a key 

transportation connection on the Alaska Highway: “It was a temporary structure when they put it in in the 

‘60s, and it’s still there” — now, as one participant put it, “held together more by welds than steel.” The 

broader pattern was clear: “Compare the revenue that’s generated in this part of the world to the revenue 

that’s received. The importance of infrastructure isn’t seen as a high priority in the north.” Reliance on 

industry — rather than government — to maintain key roadways was also frequently raised. 

A range of frustrations with government approaches was also expressed: in addition to concerns 

about permitting and regulatory processes, some mentioned that there were too many demands for 

engagement with no clear indication that the results of these engagements informed policy. There was a 

diversity of views about specific issues, such as the mandate for electrification of oil and gas operations, 

rather than new electricity being used to power homes. Some felt this was wasteful; others appreciated 

that compressors and pumping stations are now quieter. Some felt that there was little appreciation of the 

innovation happening within the oil and gas industry, including improvements to processes that contribute 

to cleaner oil and gas.  

"We are the Energetic City, but there’s no way to find the energetic story — the story of the 

energy in the region." 

https://www.bchydro.com/work-with-us/selling-clean-energy/2025-call-for-power/participants.html
https://www.bchydro.com/work-with-us/selling-clean-energy/2025-call-for-power/participants.html
https://www.innergex.com/en/sites/stewart-creek-wind
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025ECS0004-000041
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Significant anxiety was expressed about emergent energy trends. In addition to the concerns 

mentioned above about land use competition arising from renewable energy development, some 

mentioned concerns about an apparent lack of planning around what impact potential AI and data centre 

development might have on energy systems: “That was before AI came out and got all these energy banks... 

the bitcoin and all of the mining and data and energy.” Others raised concerns about the impacts of fracking 

on water resources, ground stabilization, and human and ecosystem health. Still others noted that many 

Indigenous communities still face energy insecurity, and that a lack of regulatory frameworks for cumulative 

impact assessment leaves these vulnerabilities unaddressed: “I don’t think the actual implications on how 

it impacts the land and how it affects the community are really thought out in a holistic way.”  

The challenges of energy transition were also noted: there is a heavy inertia to energy systems in 

the region, and their associated culture and way of life. As one participant observed, the introduction of 

alternative energy is sometimes experienced as a cultural threat: “It’s kind of like — we were built on oil 

and gas. Why are you kind of treading on our ground here with your new ideas?”    However, energy is 

increasingly expensive, and there are some who would like to pursue alternative sources but lack a clear 

sense of viable alternatives. Participants noted a need for education and demonstration projects in the 

region to introduce new energy technologies and ensure that these technologies actually meet the needs 

of those in the region. For example, despite the strong government push towards adoption of heat pumps 

and EVs, early models available didn’t work well in cold climates, contributing to deep skepticism about the 

potential for change. There is a strong appetite for opportunities to develop and test these technologies in 

the region to avoid future setbacks of this kind.  

Another challenge facing those who would like to advance energy efficiency or transition initiatives 

is the lack of trained and registered professionals to perform energy audits, installations for retrofits, or 

household solar installations. The loss of BC Hydro’s net metering program hit the latter industry particularly 

hard.  

Bringing workers from elsewhere is complicated, and perhaps not desirable because they may not 

"There is so much waste it breaks my heart.” 
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understand the requirements of the region: “One of the things that kind of gets people upset is if they bring 

in staff for some of these projects from other provinces or other countries, rather than really using the 

resources you’ve got here.” Participants also raised the need for more youth employment opportunities: 

“Training some of our youth — for sure... lots of youth won’t work in these jobs because they don’t pay 

enough. It’s a vicious circle — we want our children to work, and our children want to work.” 

Finally, several participants noted the challenge of political polarization and the need for forums for 

inclusive, non-polarizing conversations within and across communities: “There are so many different 

proprietary research and development projects happening — if we could bring these people together in a 

room and say, ‘Is this feasible?’ — you create not just the potential for ideas and growth, but you can create 

a bit of hype. And when people’s ears perk up, when people’s fears break up, it becomes a discussion.”  

 

Given the longstanding interest and experience in energy industries, energy—education and 

demonstration projects, training programs, or community-scale explorations of energy futures—might offer 

a unique and promising potential focal point for such engagement. 

Participants were given a one-page summary of a few energy-related goals from the PRRD’s RCRP 

to give feedback on and discuss. This sparked discussion of a few suggested priorities for the PRRD (to 

develop measurable indicators for the outlined goals to ensure that they are being met; to share the work 

being done by the PRRD more widely across the community for increased engagement and awareness). 

Further discussion points included the desire for more intergovernmental collaboration (between 

communities within the PRRD and First Nations, as well as provincial and federal governments) and the 

desire for more engagement and training opportunities for community members.  

 

"You have the two sides. So oil and gas is bad. It’s wrecking the environment. And then you 

have the oil and gas people [saying] that renewable energies are wrecking the 

environment. So it’s kind of both" 
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Community Priorities 

 

The following priorities emerged through the conversation, although participants emphasized that they felt 

broader engagement would be needed to ensure they were representative of the full community.  

• Greater investment to support innovation in the region. Participants expressed confidence in the 

region’s capacity for innovation, if this is supported by continued investment in infrastructure 

(roads, bridges, broadband, etc.), as well as existing and new industries (e.g. waste-to-energy, 

geothermal, hydrogen, cleaner oil and gas), and innovation capacity (demonstration projects, 

education and training programs). Local opportunities to develop and test new energy technologies: 

“in the North, for the North” emerged as a priority shared by many participants 

• More proactive and effective provincial government engagement. Participants expressed a desire 

for the region to be proactively engaged about energy development in the region, rather than 

having to react (as with the numerous wind projects in BC Hydro’s recent CfPs) with little or no 

support. They would like more efficient and effective permitting processes, a robust regulatory 

framework for renewable energy development and cumulative effects assessment, better support 

for landowners and rightsholders to navigate emerging industries, and opportunities and support 

for community or local government-led initiatives (e.g. return of BC Hydro’s net-metering program, 

support for partnering with First Nations on renewable energy projects, etc.). There is a need for 

plans and processes to address concerns around land use demands of renewable developments 

(such as for recycling of wind parts and landfill capacity limitations).  

 

"There’s a desire for the region to shape its own future — rather than having to react, as 

with the numerous wind projects in BC Hydro’s recent Calls for Power, with little or no 

support... There needs to be a plan." 

"Government really struggles to keep people in the positions that are responsible 

for permitting. [T]hat may be some of the delay.... every time you have somebody coming 

in, they have to be retrained.  [Y]ou’re finally getting somewhere with one government and 

then it changes.  

." 
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• Support for integration of household-scale energy development. Many individuals would like to 

be doing more to support their own energy resilience, but need policy and programs to support 

this: education and demonstration projects to socialize new technologies and ensure they are 

appropriate for cold climates; finance and subsidy support to navigate cost barriers, and access to 

trained professionals to implement energy audits that will allow them to access existing programs 

and advance the projects.  

• Support for community engagement. Communities would like to be proactively engaged in shaping 

the future of energy in their region. This would require opportunities for community education, 

dialogue, and decision-making. 

• Support for economic and workforce development. Access to good quality jobs and economic 

opportunities is a priority. Given existing demand for a professional workforce across energy 

industries (including oil and gas, but also emergent energy industries like hydrogen, renewable 

energy systems, energy audits, retrofits, etc.), more education and training opportunities are 

needed that are attuned and accessible to local communities. Educational institutions (e.g. 

Northern Lights College) are eager to develop and deliver such programming.  
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Additional Themes for Future Engagement 

Participants concluded the conversation by identifying several outstanding issues they felt warranted 

deeper exploration in future engagements. These are not fully resolved priorities but represent important 

threads that a single dialogue could not adequately address: 

• Broadening representation: What voices are missing, and how can future engagement be extended 

to ensure it is more representative of the full community — including those not typically reached 

by forums of this kind? 

• Building a shared energy literacy: There is no shared community understanding of energy 

technologies and possibilities. How can education, demonstration projects, and open dialogue be 

used to strengthen understanding, dispel myths, and build community consensus on priorities?  

• Environmental stewardship and reclamation: How can the region do less environmental damage, 

both within current and future energy sectors? How can reclamation processes be streamlined and 

made more accountable? 

• Healthcare as an energy-linked issue: The region is facing a healthcare crisis, and participants were 

clear that this cannot be separated from conversations about energy and growth: “The more 

projects, the more people that come, the more healthcare is needed... the conversation can’t just 

be about energy. It needs to be about anything that is related to and affected by it.” Building 

healthcare facilities and capacities to match the region’s energy-driven growth was identified as an 

urgent and under-discussed priority. 

• Intergovernmental and cross-sector collaboration: How can stronger collaboration be built amongst 

government, Indigenous, NGO, and private interests — particularly given the current absence of 

frameworks to incentivize joint action? 

Participants expressed a strong interest in building on and expanding this discussion, and in staying 

connected to the research arising from it. They requested that the research team keep them informed of 

findings from future phases of the project, so that these can be used in discussions with governments at all 

levels. As one participant put it at the close of the evening: “If governments and industries listen to what 

you’re hearing tonight — we’d all be better off.” 
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Appendix 1: Peace River Regional District Summary 

The Regional Climate Resiliency Plan (RCRP) provides a framework for the Peace River Regional District to 

both adapt to climate impacts, such as wildfires, floods, and extreme weather, as well as reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions across its rural communities. It outlines coordinated actions across sectors like energy, 

transportation, infrastructure, and emergency management, emphasizing collaboration, regional realities, 

and long-term resilience. 

Feedback from the Fort St. John community conversation indicated general support for the Regional Climate 

Resiliency Plan (RCRP) goals, alongside several key considerations for implementation. Participants 

highlighted the importance of establishing clear, measurable indicators and more concrete actions to ensure 

accountability and track progress, as well as a need for increased transparency and more proactive 

communication from PRRD to improve public awareness of ongoing initiatives. Regional variability emerged 

as a notable concern, particularly differences in infrastructure and grid reliability between Fort St. John and 

more rural or remote areas, reinforcing the need for a more coordinated, region-wide approach to energy 

planning. There was also significant interest in strengthening collaboration across jurisdictions, including 

between PRRD, First Nations, and provincial and federal governments, alongside a strong emphasis on 

meaningful and accessible community engagement, including broader outreach efforts and consideration 

for residents with limited connectivity. Finally, participants identified opportunities for PRRD to support 

local workforce development through training, mentorship, and partnerships with institutions such as 

Northern Lights College and WorkBC, particularly in areas related to energy and climate initiatives.  

Appendix 2: First Nation’s Energy-related Activities in the Peace River Regional District 

Region  

The Peace River Regional District (PRRD) is situated on traditional territory of the Dane-zaa (Beaver), Treaty 8 

signatories, and the Métis Nation BC Region 7. First Nations in the PRRD region include: Blueberry River First Nations, 

Doig River First Nation, Halfway River First Nation, Kwadacha Nation, Saulteau First Nations, Tsay Keh Dene Band, and West 

Moberly First Nations. Of these Nations, Blueberry River, Doig River, Halfway River, Saulteau and West Moberly are 

signatories to Treaty 8.  

https://www.prrd.bc.ca/our-government/who-we-are/
https://www.treaty8.bc.ca/
https://www.mnbc.ca/regions/northeast
https://www.treaty8.bc.ca/about
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Below is a list of examples of energy-related activities, based on internet search, in operation or development by First 

Nations in the region. Please note that this list may be incomplete. 

Blueberry River First Nations 

• Implementing the Gundy High Value 1 Plan with the Province of BC, which "will establish and implement 

actions to support the restoration and ongoing practice of Blueberry’s Treaty Rights and essential elements of their 

way of life like hunting, fishing, trapping and sacred site preservation, while enabling limited petroleum and natural 

gas (PNG) development under new rules and conditions". 

Halfway River First Nation 

• Full owner of Tsaa Dunne Za, an energy and infrastructure development company that has mineral tenure 

and Montney drilling rights. 

• Tsaa Dunne Za is partnering with ARC Resources on their natural gas operations and a landscape 

planning pilot in the region.  

Kwadacha First Nation 

• As an off-grid (non-integrated area) community, Kwadacha First Nation is powered by a BC Hydro diesel 

plant and a biomass generator. The Kwadacha Biomass plant has been operational since 2017. 

• The Aatse Davie School Solar Project (panels on the local school) was completed in 2021. The solar project 

was funded by CleanBC Renewables in Remote Communities program (provincial), partnering with Kwadacha 

Nation. 

Saulteau First Nations 

• Saulteau First Nations, in partnership with EDF Renewables North America, has been awarded an Electricity 

Purchase Agreement (EPA) from BC Hydro for the Taylor Wind project. 

• As of 2025, other energy initiatives include: 

o Two bioenergy systems for heating community facilities;  

o An ownership stake in the Coastal GasLink LNG pipeline; 

o Two bioenergy systems to produce heat for community facilities; and, 

o A community program to add rooftop solar panels to residences (which has resulted in 140 homes 

included in the rooftop solar system, about 90% of homes in the community). 

Tsay Keh Denne Band 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/crown-land-water/land-use-planning/regions/northeast/gundy-plan
https://www.halfwayrivergroup.ca/tsaa-dunne-za/
https://www.canadianenergycentre.ca/halfway-river-first-nation-makes-history-in-the-montney-with-natural-gas-development-deal/
https://www.canadianenergycentre.ca/halfway-river-first-nation-makes-history-in-the-montney-with-natural-gas-development-deal/
https://www.electricity.ca/programs/centre-of-excellence/kwadacha-biomass-project-canadas-first-of-its-kind-biomass-facility/
https://www.fraserbasin.bc.ca/_Library/CCAQ_RERC/rerc_project_profile_kwadacha_2023.pdf
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025ECS0004-000041
https://www.communityenergy.ca/saulteau-first-nations-community-solar/
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• As of October 2023, the Tsay Keh Dene Biomass Energy project is being planned to offset diesel reliance. 

West Moberly First Nations 

• West Moberly First Nations, in partnership with Innergex, has been awarded an Electricity Purchase Agreement 

(EPA) from BC Hydro for the Stewart Creek Wind Project. 

• As of 2026, other energy-related capital projects include:  

o Off-reserve projects through the Capital Development Department:  

▪ a Green H2 Energy Project, and 

▪ a Microgrid Energy Project (including solar array) 

o A residential solar power project led by Chief and Council. 

• In 2024, the BC Indigenous Clean Energy Initiative provided $299,404 to West Moberly First Nations 

through the "Feasibility and site selection, Environmental Review and Permitting, Project design and 

Engineering" funding stream for "project design and engineering to develop a geothermal facility to supply 

heat for a commercial scale greenhouse". 

https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/85870
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/innergex-signs-electricity-purchase-agreement-with-bc-hydro-for-the-stewart-creek-wind-project-828997497.html
https://westmo.org/departments/capital-projects/
https://www.canada.ca/en/pacific-economic-development/news/2024/05/backgrounder-canada-bc-support-first-nations-in-bc-to-power-up-new-clean-energy-projects.html

