My name is Michaela Louie, I am Nuu Chah Nulth from Ahousaht on my father’s side,
and have mixed European ancestry on my mothers side. [ was born and raised on
the lands of the Lekwungen speaking peoples, and I am incredibly grateful for all
this land has provided me with, and how it has taken care of me. [ started working
with Sisters Rising, now known as Kinship Rising during my undergraduate degree
in Child and Youth Care at Uvic. [ began by participating in workshops and getting to
know the other research facilitators and their own work, My own project with
Kinship Rising is focused around gathering stories from Indigenous sex workers of
strength and resiliency in regards to the colonial, gendered, and sexualized violence
they experience. To gather these stories, I will be holding small workshops and
providing land and arts based materials for the participants to document and create
an art piece representing their strength and resiliency. The intention of this project
is to centre the voices of Indigenous sex workers and to hold space for narratives
that are not problem saturated, shifting away from re-traumatizing or re-living
violent experiences.
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