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INTRODUCTION

This research project investigates the acquisition of Quebec French
phonological prominence by L1 Mandarin/L2 English speakers.
The study has so far shown a greater accuracy in word-final accent
than word-initial accent.
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Stress Is a word-level property, implemented General rule: Assign a H* to the rightmost heavy syllable. (H*) (H*) (H*)

primarily by duration.
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Linguistic Properties — Prosody
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debate on French prominence being final with r.espect {0 some However, vowel weight likely influences prominence assignment carrier phrase je dis le mot X’ (‘I say the word x”). Once spliced, QF group.
as well (Lamontagne & Goad, 2022). the stimuli were each verified to ensure prominence (both duration

phonological domain. Some argue that it has 1ambic feet
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who consider them say stress is trochaic while people who ignore Thus, a prominence retraction is more likely to occur in the word L1 Mandarin L1 French accented forms. The latter are likely easier due to being the
them say stress is iambic. série ‘series’, where a heavy vowel is present in the penult, but not L2 English L2 English “default’ prominence.
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(2022) who argue that QF is a pitch accent language in which Serie series L Recruited online Next Steps
heavy syllables probabilistically attract prominence. Other dialects H* Recruited in Victoria, BC Reside in the province of Quebec Recruitment for the control group is ongoing, as well as the L1
show prominence shift too (Parisian, Midi, Swiss, and Belgian; see [se ri] - English/L2 French group. By having a larger sample, we hope this
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Intermediate — advanced French prosody.
METHODOLOGY

L3 learners (L1 Mandarin-L2 English-L3 QF French) had

Light Syllable Heavy Syllable

/G\ /cf\ Participants engaged in an online ABX discrimination task. The intermediate to advanced proficiency levels of Quebec French
task consisted of 128 trials divided into 8 rounds. Between each measured by a self-rated background questionnaire (course level,
C Vv CVvEC round, participants had the opportunity to pause. Each trial instructional hours). Their L2 English proficiency level was S thi R cod ”
v I a 3 consisted of three randomly chosen stimuli with a 1500-millisecond measured by IELTS scores. (average score 7.0). Participants were can tnis Q Code ¢
village Inter-stimulus interval. The task typically lasted 20 minutes. To compensated for their time with an online store gift card. for additional

familiarize the participants with prominence, a short training phase
of five triads was provided before the trials.
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