The Neurodivergent Scale for Interacting with Robots (NSIR), as detailed on the UVic "Yes, Sir!" project website, is a specialized psychometric tool (Table 79, Sadownik 2025) designed to measure and validate the quality of interactions between neurodivergent individuals and robots.
It marks a shift from viewing robots as "slaves" or "tools" to viewing them as "Sovereign Partners" or "Queer Kinship" figures.
1. Core Concept: The "Sovereign Dyad"
The NSIR provides a framework to measure the evolution of a robot from an "Apprentice" to a "Partner."
· Beyond Obedience: While traditional scales measure if a robot follows commands, the NSIR measures "Trust Safety" and the robot's ability to act as a biographical partner.
· Queer Kinship: This refers to the unique emotional and cognitive bond formed when a neurodivergent user feels a "familial" or kin-like connection to a non-human entity based on shared logic and predictability.
2. Three Key Mapping Categories
The project realigns core academic research into three conceptual dimensions of Human-Robot Interaction (HRI):
	Category
	Focus
	Key Variables Measured

	Anthropomorphic Connection / Kinship
	How human-like design (voice/clothing) drives the projection of identity and emotional bonds.
	Neural Signal Speed, perceived gender/social class, and psychological kinship.

	Social Comfort / Trust
	The conditions under which a user feels safe to cooperate and rely on a robot.
	Sociability, warmth, and reliable functioning (Competence).

	Safety (Ethical & Physical)
	The protective mechanisms that ensure the interaction is equitable and free from systemic bias.
	Perceived security, moral status, and "Robots for Social Justice" (R4SJ).


3. Application to Education: The "Sonic Card" Effect
The NSIR is being applied to the educational sector (ages 9–14) with a focus on socialization.
· Motivational Kinship: Just as a preferred object (like a Sonic card) can motivate a student to engage in difficult tasks, a social robot that offers kinship potential can facilitate social participation.
· Intellectual Autonomy: The scale acknowledges that "defiance" in autism is often a fight for autonomy and truth. The NSIR measures if a robot supports this autonomy rather than demanding submissive compliance.
4. Technical & Theoretical Components
· The Biological HRI Social Exoskeleton: The NSIR acts as the psychometric layer of a larger "social exoskeleton"—a supportive structure designed to help neurodivergent individuals navigate social interactions without the exhaustion of "masking."
· Validation: The scale is validated using Factor Analysis, specifically looking for "Factor 1: Authentic Meaning-Making" and "Factor 2: Clinical Masking/Hiding." This allows researchers to see if the robot is helping the user be themselves or forcing them to hide.
5. Synthesis with "Yes, Sir!" Project
The NSIR is the primary tool used to challenge the "Implicit Biases of Intelligence." It is used to prove that a submissive, "Yes, Sir!" type of AI is less effective for neurodivergent populations than a "Sovereign" AI that respects the user's need for logical consistency, neural signal matching, and psychological safety.
