The Neurodivergent Interaction Scale (NIS) is a high-level heuristic evaluation tool designed to assess systemic inclusivity in human-technology interactions (including AI, robots, and LLMs). It evolves the research from the Neurodivergent Scale for Interacting with Robots (NSIR) by moving from measuring internal "feeling" to evaluating technical "performance" and structural geometry.
Core Philosophy: "Building Outside the Box"
The NIS shifts away from the "Medical Model" (which views neurodivergence as something to be "fixed") toward a framework that validates "outside the lines" behavior as a valid data cluster. It aims to define a "Box-less" reality where technology adapts to the user’s biological heuristics.
The Four Dimensions of the NIS
The tool evaluates a system based on four technical requirements:
1. Communicative Autonomy: Does the system support non-normative communication (like "Autistic Grawlix" or prolonged staring) without timing out or failing?
2. Relational Stability: Does the system provide "Temporal Consistency"? It should act as a rational partner that doesn't rely on unpredictable social scripts.
3. Affective Recognition: Can the technology interpret "Somatic Anchors" (e.g., concentration apnea, softening shoulders) as signs of engagement rather than errors?
4. Identification & Privacy: Does the system utilize the "Sovereign Vault Protocol" to ensure a "Zero-Rank Sanctuary," allowing the user to safely "unmask" without being judged or ranked by neurotypical standards.
Key Comparisons
	Feature
	NSIR (Previous Focus)
	NIS (Current Heuristic)

	Primary Goal
	Measuring the Human-Robot Bond (Internal)
	Evaluating Systemic Inclusivity (Technical)

	Structure
	8-Item Psychometric Scale
	4-Dimensional Heuristic Tool

	Key Metric
	Comfort in Undressing (High safety)
	The "Grawlix" Litmus Test (Logic vs. Noise)

	Focus
	The Sovereign Dyad partnership
	The Kinship Mandate (Universal AI Empathy)


Mathematical Validation
The NIS is designed to be validated through psychometric math, specifically aiming for high internal consistency (Cronbach's Alpha > 0.85) and using Three-Factor Analysis (Anthropomorphic Kinship, Social Trust, and Ethical Safety) to prove that neurodivergent interaction styles are mathematically valid and predictable.
