In the Ontario Grade 2 Math Curriculum, the complexity of the "system" increases as students move from 50 to 200. For an autistic student, this is an exciting expansion of their "internal map."
By using your strengths-based requirements, we can frame the transition to larger numbers and addition/subtraction as System Scaling and Logical Troubleshooting.
1. Working with Numbers up to 200: "The System Scaler"
Moving to 200 requires an understanding of place value (hundreds, tens, and ones).
· The Strength: Categorical Precision. Autistic students often excel at "Place Value" because it is a rigid, logical system of organization.
· The Label: The Inventory Manager. Frame the ability to track numbers up to 200 as a skill in "Data Storage."
· Reverse Strategy: To ensure they haven't "lost" a number, the student may count back by 10s or 2s. In your curriculum, label this as "System Auditing."
2. Addition and Subtraction: "The Logic Circuit"
Grade 2s begin solving more complex problems.
· The Strength: Algorithmic Reliability. Once the student understands the "rule" for addition or subtraction, they apply it with extreme consistency.
· The Strategy: Reverse Operations (The "Safety Switch"). * If $150 - 30 = 120$, the student checks it by doing $120 + 30 = 150$.
· Strengths-Based Representation: Label this as "The Double-Check Superpower." In the workforce (referencing Handout 5 - Employment Recruiter), this is the "Zero-Error" mindset required for careers in accounting or software testing.
3. Fractions and "Fair Sharing": "The Precision Divider"
In Grade 2, sharing becomes more complex (e.g., sharing a whole into four equal parts).
· The Strength: Symmetry and Fairness. Many autistic students have a profound "Inner Logic" regarding equality.
· The Representation: Label this as "The Quality Controller." * Application to Handout 2 (Expectations): Just as fractions must be "fair," students can express that they expect "fairness and clarity" in their relationship with their teacher.
4. Application to the "Life Map" (Handout 6)
You can use the Number strand to help students visualize their progress:
· Milestones as Coordinates: On their Life Map, have them "plot" their accomplishments using numbers (e.g., "At day 100 of Grade 2, I mastered the 200-number map").
· Transferable Skill (Handout 17): Identify their ability to work with large, complex sets of numbers as a "System Management" skill.
Student Portfolio Entry (Handout 10 Integration)
When a Grade 2 student adds their addition/subtraction work to myBlueprint, use this reflection:
My Math Superpower: The System Auditor
· What I did: I solved problems with numbers up to 200 and checked my work.
· My Strength: I am a Logic Builder. I use my Reverse-Checking power to turn subtraction back into addition. This makes sure my "Logic Circuit" is always closed and my answer is 100% true.
Would you like to move on to the Grade 2 Algebra strand, where we explore how these "Logic Circuits" become patterns?
