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… acknowledge with respect the Lekwungen-speaking 
peoples on whose traditional territories the University of 
Victoria stands; the Songhees, Esquimalt and the W_SÁNEC 
(“w’Saanich”) peoples, whose historical relationship with the 
land continues to this day 

… each of you will join me and acknowledge the privilege we 
have of coming together in the spirit of respectful dialogue 
from the traditional territories of indigenous peoples from 
across this land known as Canada
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Terminology Discussion – Part 2
Action-3: Establish GSSO Terminology for patient care, health 
system use and research 

1. Terminology Options
2. Implementation Options
3. Implications
4. Expected Outputs
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Terminology Discussion – Part 2
1. Terminology Options – See proposed GSSO value sets and comments
2. Implementation Options
3. Implications
4. Expected Outputs
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Surgical inventory not listed
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Need more work on Sexual attraction and Sexual partner(s)
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Terminology Discussion – Part 2
1. Terminology Options
2. Implementation Options

a. Existing single sex/gender field with added value options only
b. New Gender identity + Sex at birth, with mappable value options
c. New Gender identity + Anatomical and Hormone inventories
d. New Gender identity + inventories + Sexual orientation 
e. New Gender identity + Sex for clinical use
f. New Gender identity + Sex for clinical use + Sexual orientation 
g. Other options?



9

Terminology Discussion – Part 2
1. Terminology Options
2. Implementation Options

a. Existing single sex/gender field with added value options only
 Check data field name, data description and value options
 Check source of data, e.g. client registry or direct input
 If name = Gender, description = Current gender, values = Female, Male, Unknown

 Add Nonbinary gender option, add other options?
 If name =  Sex, description = Birth sex, values = Female, Male, Unknown

 Add Intersex option?
 If name = Sex, description = Gender, values = Female, Male, Unknown

 Change name to Gender, add Nonbinary gender option, add other options?
 If name = Gender, description = Sex, values = Female, Male, Unknown

 Change name to Sex, add Intersex option?
 Other scenarios, e.g. no change
 Need to consider upstream and downstream implications … 
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Terminology Discussion – Part 2
1. Terminology Options
2. Implementation Options

a. Existing single sex/gender field with added value options only
b. New Gender identity + Sex at birth, with mappable value options

 Add name = Gender, Description = Gender identity, values = harmonized GSSO values
 Add name = Sex at birth, Description = Sex at birth, values = harmonized GSSO values
 Harmonized GSSO values – see Gender and Sex tabs
 Mapped value options from Patient care to Health system use and research – Gender tab
 CIHI recommended Gender be recorded as an Observation (CIHI CRDM 2021, p64)
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Surgical inventory not listed
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Terminology Discussion – Part 2
1. Terminology Options
2. Implementation Options

a. Existing single sex/gender field with added value options only
b. New Gender identity field with mappable value options
c. New Gender identity + Anatomical and Hormone inventories



Surgical inventory not listed
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Terminology Discussion – Part 2
1. Terminology Options
2. Implementation Options

a. Existing single sex/gender field with added value options only
b. New Gender identity + Sex at birth, with mappable value options
c. New Gender identity + Anatomical and Hormone inventories
d. New Gender identity + inventories + Sexual orientation 



Need more work on Sexual attraction and Sexual partner(s)
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Terminology Discussion – Part 2
1. Terminology Options
2. Implementation Options

a. Existing single sex/gender field with added value options only
b. New Gender identity + Sex at birth, with mappable value options
c. New Gender identity + Anatomical and Hormone inventories
d. New Gender identity + inventories + Sexual orientation 
e. New Gender identity + Sex for clinical use

 HL7 Gender Harmony Project minimum value set
 Female, Male, Specified (?), Unknown
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Terminology Discussion – Part 2
1. Terminology Options
2. Implementation Options

a. Existing single sex/gender field with added value options only
b. New Gender identity + Sex at birth, with mappable value options
c. New Gender identity + Anatomical and Hormone inventories
d. New Gender identity + inventories + Sexual orientation 
e. New Gender identity + Sex for clinical use
f. New Gender identity + Sex for clinical use + Sexual orientation 
g. Other options?
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Terminology Discussion – Part 2
1. Terminology Options
2. Implementation Options
3. Implications

a. Privacy/security, governance, French edition, multiple selections, local extensions, 
multiple value sets, cross maps, refinement over time …

b. Buy-in approach - Consensus? Ballot? Leading practices? Others?
c. Terminology standards – SNOMED CT, HL7 V2, FHIR, LOINC, DICOM, ISO 5218
d. Upstream/downstream system impact, e.g. software upgrade, data exchange, 

implementation logistics, ongoing maintenance
e. Coordination with Infoway, CIHI, StatCan, jurisdictions, organizations, others
f. Others? 
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Terminology Discussion – Part 2
1. Terminology Options
2. Implementation Options
3. Implications
4. Expected Outputs

a. Implementation guidance – chapter on terminology
b. Published value sets
c. Harmonization examples and case studies
d. Repository of published literature on GSSO terminology
e. Others?



Next Steps

Fourth Tuesdays of the MonthSecond Tuesdays of the Month
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GSSO Practice/Research Presentations
• Clair Kronk, University of Cincinnati School of Medicine 

Modeling and Operationalizing Gender, Sex, and Sexual 
Orientation: Recommendations and Future Directions

√
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