THE 2019 of Victoria

Retirees

CA N A D | A N Association
ELECT'ON, REMARKS TO THE UVRA

ELDER ACADEMY

SO FAR c o o October 5, 2019

Michael J. Prince




WELCOME

What are elections and their functions — their intentions, effects
and consequences

Party support and standings

Opinion polls — trends and what to watch for

The many types of Candidates

Ballot Box Questions posed by the political parties
Important Issues for Canadians

Electoral volatility and why campaigns matter



THE ACTUAL RACE BEGAN WELL
BEFORE THE OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN
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https://nationalpost.com/news/politics/federal-election-to-kick-off-on-wednesday-morning-canadians-go-to-the-polls-on-oct-21

’ T -t
Ll i _— \

HAT ARE ELECTIONS? - POLITICAL
SCIENCE ANSWERS

* “A mechanism for choosing leaders and holding public officials accountable for their
actions”

W

* “markers in a nation’s political history”
* “instances of mass political behaviour”
 “enrich the quality of grassroots democracy”

 “contribute to the number and configuration of political parties”



WHAT ARE ELECTIONS?
CANADIAN JOURNALIST'S REMARKS

» “Elections are defining moments for a nation in deciding what it stands for, it also
decides who and what itis.” Andrew Coyne

» “Elections are for promises, some of which may never be kept, and all of which
taxpayers/voters will pay for. There is no government money, only that which
government sucks from us.” Christie Blatchford

» “Elections divide the political world into friends and enemies.” Susan Delacourt

« “Surely this can’t be an actual national election campaign in a serious country in
dangerous times.” Paul Wells
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WHAT ARE ELECTIONS?
FROM COURT JESTERS

« “Afunny time in a country, during which its citizens have a collective illusion that
‘they will get the change they are voting for’.” Author unknown

« “Why pay money to have your family tree traced; go into politics and your opponents
will do it for you.” Anonymous

» “We stand today at a crossroads: One path leads to despair and utter hopelessness.
The other leads to total extinction. Let us hope we have the wisdom to make the right
choice.” Woody Allen
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FUNCTIONS OF GENERAL ELECTIONS:
THE TEXTBOOK VERSION

1. Expression of citizens’ political choices and hold representatives accountable for
past (mis)conduct

Agareqgation of political preferences of population by parties
Recruitment of candidates to stand for office (and volunteers to assist)

Communication of information to voters and raise public awareness
Socialize the electorate about democratic vales and practices

Convert electoral support perhaps into some legislative and executive presence
Confer on winning party a mandate to govern in a certain direction

© NOoO Ok DN

Leqitimation of the political process and electoral results



FUNCTIONS OF GENERAL ELECTIONS:
REALPOLITIK IN CANADA

Genferates cynicism of politicians, election campaigns and the electoral system
itsel

Targets particular groups and specific interests in the general population

Horserace journalism and polls simplify campaigns into popularity contests among
party leaders

Dismissing controversial party candidates before and during campaign

Political leaders and parties and Internet trolls and bloggers engaging in media
spin, fear mongering, attack ads, mudslinging, disinformation

Declining voter participation over last 30 years

Highly regionalized patterns of support, with under-representation of one or more
parties in major regions of the country
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ORSERACE ANALYSIS: FLOGGING
A LIFELESS METAPHOR

DEAD HEAT


https://thetyee.ca/Analysis/2019/09/05/Trudeau-Vs-Scheer-Great-Unpopularity-Contest/
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POLITICAL ATTACK AND SPIN :
NOT REALLY SO NEW

“There has never been a principle he advocated that he was not willing to set
aside and trample in the dust if he could thereby climb over its ruins into office.”

Alexander Mackenzie speaking of John A. Macdonald, 1877

‘| offer my opponents a bargain: if they will stop telling lies about us, | will stop
telling the truth about them.

Adlai Stevenson
Democratic Party nominee for president in the 1952 and 1956 US elections






COMPOSITION OF THE HOUSE BY
PARTY AT THE CAMPAIGN START

House of Commons: Seats across Canada as of September 2019

Liberal Party

Conservative Party

New Democratic
Party

Bloc Québécois

Green Party 2

People's Party of
Canada

CCF 1

Independent |8
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SEATS BY PROVINCE AND BY PARTY
AT 2019 CAMPAIGN START

House of Commons: Seats by province, as of September 2019

Alberta
British Columbia
Manitoba
New Brunswick
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Northwest Territories
Nova Scotia

Nunavut |}
Ontario
PEI
Quebec
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POPULAR VOTE BY PARTY IN 2015
ELECTION

2015 federal election: popular vote in Canada

Green Party
3.0%

Bloc Québécois
5.0%

New Democratic Party
20.0%

Liberal Party
40.0%

Conservative Party
32.0%
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PARTY SUPPORT SINCE THE LAST
ELECTION

Trend line of all national polls published

last updated: October 21, 2018 at 14:42 (Eastern Daylight Time)
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https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwidrLKm2uzkAhVQoZ4KHdLQDY8QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.nextbigfuture.com/2018/10/canada-federal-election-in-2019-could-be-a-referendum-on-carbon-tax.html&psig=AOvVaw03UKXhCn1EMPdKwULb0f1y&ust=1569525524392071
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BEWARE THE POLLS:
OCTOBER 1, 2019 HEADLINE

NEVVDS

Conservatives open up nearly 3 point
Iead in Iatest Malnstreet numbers

r Marco Vigliotti. Published on Oc¢




THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF
CANDIDATES

Status quo — incumbents and repeat candidates

Stalwarts — party faithful candidates

Stars — local celebrities, leaders, and other big names

Soloists — independents with no party affiliation

Switchers — candidates change from one party to run for another

Sovereigntists — present: Bloc Quebecois candidates, of course, and past:
candidates for other parties who have advocated for Quebec independence

Sacrificial lambs — no hope of winning, but showing the party banner
Sillies — colorful and fringe candidates
Slip-ups — “bozo candidates” who resign often over social media indiscretions



IS THERE A BALLOT BOX QUESTION?

 Political parties try to frame a ballot box question — the issue or topic they want
voters to have uppermost in their minds when casting their ballot; how each party

frames what the federal election is really about

« Conservatives: “This is about your future. Will this be a country where you struggle
to get by, or a country where life is affordable?”

 Liberals: “Will we continue forward or will we go back to the Harper years?”



FURTHER BALLOT BOX QUESTIONS

 NDP: “We're going to bring a hopeful message to Canadians that we can build a
country of our dreams, a country where everyone has a place to call home, health

care when they need it, clean water to drink, and clean air to breathe, good jobs and
bright future”

* Greens: “This election is about telling the truth to Canadians about how serious the

climate emergency really is — and we do that in order not to create fear, we do that in
order to give everyone hope. We have a plan."

» People’s Party: “There is no political correctness with us. We are listening to the
people."
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ARE POLLING BOOTHS A SCENT-FREE
ENVIRONMENT?

HOLDING YOUR NOSE WHILE VOTING

‘Choose your poison’: that’s the ballot question for most
Canadians in Oct. 21 federal election, says pollster Nanos

* None of the national parties appear to be connecting to a majority of Canadians

» “People will go to the ballot box, look down at the choices, and they will probably
vote for the party they dislike the least.” Nik Nanos, Nanos Research, September 9,

2019
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“Justin Trudeau is not as advertised,
he’s not what you thought he was”

MY
ELECTION
PLATFORM...

TRUDEAU


https://www.reddit.com/r/canadapoliticshumour/comments/bs4ydm/scheer_platform/

"OKAY, BUT YOU MIGHT BE A LOT
LIKE SOMEONE ELSE”

Stop Conse/</ative cuts


https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjdx6fh7oHlAhUqJzQIHQZyBiQQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.liberal.ca%2Fdonate%3FcampID%3D7010a000001bRMR&psig=AOvVaw3RsbgPyVW993lxyVoQrC-V&ust=1570252882283152
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MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES IN THE

2019 ELECTION

TOP 3 ISSUES IMPACTING YOUR VOTE

COST OF LIVING

HEALTH CARE

CLIMATE CHANGE

TAXES

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY
GOOD JOBS & WAGES
WEALTHY PAY FAIR SHARE
REDUCING OUT-OF-POCKET HEALTH COSTS
REDUCE INCOME INEQUALITY
DEFICIT

MANAGING IMMIGRATION
SECURE BORDER

STAND UP TO TRUMP

REDUCE DISCRIMINATION
PUBLIC TRANSIT

BACKROOM DEALS
INDIGENOUS RECONCILIATION

35%
34%

A 29%
27%
A 26%
I 25%
. 16%
I 15%
I 15%
I 14%
I 13%

E ~10%

8%

6%

- 6%
| 5%

Thinking to the next election, which THREE issues are most likely to impact how you will vote?
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EXTRA VOLATILITY IN THE
ELECTORATE THIS YEAR?

« Party base voters: About half of Canadians vote for the same party over successive
federal elections; core party loyalists (LeDuc and Pammett, 2016)

» Vote switching: About 25% change preferences due to weak partisan attachments

* Newly eligible voters: attain voting age, acquire citizenship, ex-pats regaining the
right to vote this year (about another 25%)

« Strategic voting: voting not necessarily for your top choice in order to stop the party
they disagree with the most

» Arecent Mainstreet Research poll found that 62% of Canadians would consider
voting strategically in the 2019 federal election



—

25

CAMPAIGNS DO MATTER

Electoral uncertainty and volatility underscore the importance of short-term
factors over a campaign:

» Leadership image and performances: four new national leaders (Bernier,
Blanchet, Scheer, and Singh)

« Political issues and party promises

* Networks of family members and friends

* Media coverage headlines and stories

* Leader’s debates

« Party organization on the ground to get the vote out
« Surprise events, scandals, annoyances

* Presence/absence of incumbents in ridings
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VOTE % OF WINNING PARTY IN

RECENT FEDERAL ELECTIONS

Federal Election Overall Turnout | Vote % of winning Majority Minority
party Government Government

1988
1993
1997
2000
2004
2006
2008
2011
2015
2019

798
69.6
67.0
61.2
60.9
64.7
58.8
61.1
68.0

42.9
41.3
38.4
40.8
36.7
36.3
37.6
39.6
39.5

Mulroney (PC)

Chrétien (L)

Chrétien (L)

Chrétien (L)
Martin (L)
Harper (C)
Harper (C)

Harper (C)

Trudeau (L)
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THANK YOU



https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/luke-rebello/conservative-elections-2019_b_15278142.html
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https://www.thestar.com/assets/img/vote2019-logo.png&imgrefurl=https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2019/09/05/what-voters-and-politicians-need-to-know-about-canadas-new-elections-law.html&docid=fY-5eifyc8ORxM&tbnid=QqaumvIleJxnhM:&vet=1&w=600&h=240&bih=911&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwib2fKr2OzkAhWLsZ4KHX1XBnIQMwiVASgtMC0&iact=c&ictx=1

