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ANTH 100: Introduction to 
Anthropology 

 

 

Instructor:   Dr E McGuire e-mail:  
ehalstad@uvic.ca  
[Please see email policy below] 

Office:  Cornett B225 
Office 
Hours:   

Weds 2:30-3:30pm  or by appointment 

Dates:  Jan 5 – Apr 1 TAs:  see below and on CourseSpaces 

 

Section A01 (CRN 10037) Section A02 (CRN 10038) 

Class 
time:  

T/W/F 11:30-12:30 
Class 
time:  

T/W/F 1:30-2:30 

Class 
location: 

HHB 105 
Class 
location: 

MAC A144 

Course 
Spaces: 

http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/course/view.php?id=12506  

 

Course Description: 
This course is an introductory survey of the 
sub-fields of anthropology: archaeology, 
biological anthropology, cultural and social 
anthropology and linguistic anthropology. Two 
broad principles underlie our understanding of 
human complexity: First, all individuals and 
groups possess certain commonalities - in 
particular, genetic and other biological traits, 
sociality, language and a powerful symbolising 
capability; and second, human culture is 
incredibly diverse and ever-changing. We will 
explore the sub-fields of anthropology 
through a range of themes including, but not 
limited to: evolution; early humans; 
development of agriculture; emergence of 
cities and states; culture, ethnicity and race; 
and families, kinship and gender. 

  

mailto:ehalstad@uvic.ca
http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/course/view.php?id=12506
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Course Objectives: 
By the end of the course students should be able to: 
1. identify and explain the sub-fields and specializations of anthropology; 
2. critically discuss a range of key themes relevant to the study of anthropology; 
3. identify and evaluate factors that influence our interpretation and 

understanding of anthropology; 
4. exhibit research and writing skills required in anthropology and in many other 

disciplines and employment situations 

Texts:  
Muckle, R.J. and L.T. de Gonzalez (2015) Through the Lens of Anthropology: An 
Introduction to Human Evolution and Culture, University of Toronto Press.   
 
Lenkeit, R.E. (2014) High Heels and Bound Feet: And other essays on everyday 
Anthropology, Waveland Press.  

 There are three copies on reserve in the library for 2 hour loan.  

 You can also purchase an e-book version directly from the publisher for under 
$10. Follow this link: 
http://www.coursesmart.com/IR/2920359/9781478615231?__hdv=6.8 ] 

 Keep this book at the end of the course if you are considering taking Anth200. 
The instructor for that course will likely be using some of the readings that we 
didn’t cover. 

 
i>clicker: My preference is for a Gen2 clicker, as this will allow you to answer all 
of the types of questions that I will ask.  

 If you own or buy a Gen1 clicker, you will not be able to answer every question 
and this may have a negative impact on your i>clicker mark.   

 
Other readings will be assigned to you on the CourseSpaces sites (both the course 
CourseSpaces and your tutorial CourseSpaces).  
 

Workload   
Generally, at UVic you are expected to do two hours of homework (e.g., reading 
and studying) for every hour of lecture – that is, up to eight hours each week for 
ANTH 100.  For this course, you will find that the workload varies a bit, but tends 
to include one chapter of the main text and one extra reading per week. 
 

Format  
The course is largely an interactive-lecture format with regular group discussions. 
The class format is meant to be participatory, so expect to be asked to talk to the 
people around you from time to time. i>clicker technology will be used in the 

http://www.coursesmart.com/IR/2920359/9781478615231?__hdv=6.8


ANTH 100 A01/A02 Spring 

 2016

 

3 
 

classroom to foster student engagement on a regular basis (see below).  The 
tutorials provide you with the opportunity for working in smaller groups, as well. 
 
Every class/tutorial there will be a reading assignment from the text and/or 
supplementary readings and a question to answer for the next class. Questions will 
also be raised for discussion via CourseSpaces. Additionally, some of the exam 
questions will be drawn from these reading questions. 
 
Please note: If you miss a class for any reason, you are responsible for getting notes 
from another student.  Neither the TAs nor I will provide lecture notes. 

Course Teaching Assistants (TAs)  
The TAs can help you in a number of ways. They can answer questions by email, 
meet with you to discuss exam results, and otherwise help to facilitate your 
understanding of course materials. They will attend some classes, monitor 
CourseSpaces activities, manage optional tutorials and exam reviews, and 
complete some of the course marking.  You will find short biographies and contact 
information for the TAs on CourseSpaces. 
 

Abra Wenzel awenzel@uvic.ca  Jess Barton bartonj@uvic.ca  

Seonaid Duffield seonaidd@uvic.ca  Raviv Litman rlitman@uvic.ca  

Kelda Helweg-
Larsen 

Keldahl@uvic.ca  Amy Becker beckera@uvic.ca  

 
NOTE: Timetable for the course can be found on the last two pages of this document.  

mailto:awenzel@uvic.ca
mailto:bartonj@uvic.ca
mailto:seonaidd@uvic.ca
mailto:rlitman@uvic.ca
mailto:Keldahl@uvic.ca
mailto:beckera@uvic.ca
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Assignments: 

i>clickers 8% 

Course Spaces quizzes 10% 

Midterm exam  25% 

Final exam 35% 

Tutorials & Assignments 22% 

i>clickers (8%) 
You need an i>clicker for this course and you should bring it to every class. You must 

also register your i>clicker  

(http://www.uvic.ca/systems/support/learningteaching/iclicker/).  

We will use i>clickers in two main ways: 

1. Practice questions for exams 

2. Open-ended discussion questions 

We will use clickers most days, beginning in week 2. 

Answering practice questions and discussion questions will 

earn up to 8% based on participation. You must use your 

clicker on 95% or more of the days that we use clickers to 

earn 8%. (90-94.99% = 7; 85-89.99% = 6; 80-84.99 = 5; 70- 

79.99 = 4; 60-69.99% = 3; 50-59.99% = 2; 40-49.99% = 1; 39.99% 

and below = 0.)  

By the end of January, I will post a list of all student clicker 

use (your student number and the dates that you used your 

clicker). It is your responsibility to check that list to confirm 

that your clicker is working properly. If you don’t check it 

until later in the term, you may miss out on marks.  

Exceptions:  

 If you register in the class after week 2, you must contact Dr McGuire before 
the end of January with evidence of your registration date. [Go to My Page > 
Student Services > Add or drop classes > (select appropriate term), a page will 
come up with a list of your classes and the dates you registered. Take a screen 
shot of that and submit it to our Missed Class Report system on CourseSpaces. 

 If you are sick and miss a class, you must record your absence through our 
Missed Class Report system on CourseSpaces. While I make no promises to 
adjust your mark based on absence, in some instances it may be appropriate. 

 
I>clickers are used in a variety of departments on campus, including Sociology, 
Psychology, Biology, Business, Maths, and Chemistry. Because of this, you might be 
able to find a second-hand device and you might be able to use yours again or sell it 
on later. 

http://www.uvic.ca/systems/support/learningteaching/iclicker/
http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/mod/assign/view.php?id=324500
http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/mod/assign/view.php?id=324500
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Course Spaces Quizzes (10%) 
On the main CourseSpaces site for this course, you will find weekly CourseSpaces 

quizzes. Be aware that the quiz is generally due by 11am on Tuesdays and extensions 

are not usually possible. Because there are 10 quizzes, the value of each one is low. 

This means that it’s not the end of the world if you do poorly on one or miss one for 

some reason. You can, and should, consult your textbook when answering the quiz 

questions. Be aware that the quizzes are timed and you only get one chance at each 

question. You are advised to approach them as follows: Read the relevant chapters in 

the books; Take notes on key ideas, recording page numbers; Keep both books and 

notes next to you; Begin the quiz, checking notes/books as needed. 

Tutorials & Assignments (22%) 
Each student must be registered for a tutorial group (ANTH T##). You have weekly 

tutorials, starting the week of January 12. You will have a Tutorial CourseSpaces site 

that will detail what readings and preparation need to be completed each week. 

There will also be assignments for the tutorials that you will submit through your 

Tutorial CourseSpaces. Your TAs have been advised not to mark any assignments 

submitted by students who did not attend the tutorial (unless there is medical 

documentation). Tutorial readings and assignments will be included on the exams. 

Please make sure that you are registered in a Tutorial section as well as in a 

Lecture section for Anth 100. 

Mid-term exam (25%); Final exam (35%) 
You will be responsible for all material covered in the readings and in class (including 

films).  The midterm will be on Feb 16 and will cover the first part of the course.  The 

final exam will focus on the material covered after the midterm, but will contain 

selected material from the entire course, including from ALL tutorials – details will be 

given in class.  The midterm will consist of true/false, multiple-choice and matching 

questions.  The final exam will have a written component.  Please bring a #2HB pencil, 

eraser, and your UVic ID to all exams.  The date of the final exam will not be posted 

until mid-Feb.  Do not make any travel plans that require you to leave before the 

exam period ends on Apr 22.  You will not have the option of taking the final exam 

early. 

 
Please check the exam policy (below) about missed exams. 

  

http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/course/view.php?id=12506
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Grading 
Beginning in 2014, UVic transferred to a percentage grading system.  

Undergraduate Grading Scale 

Passing 
Grades 

Grade 
Point 
Value 

Percentage 
* 

Description 

A+ 
A 
A- 

9 
8 
7 

90 – 100 
85 – 89 
80 – 84 

An A+, A, or A- is earned by work which is technically superior, 
shows mastery of the subject matter, and in the case of an A+ offers 
original insight and/or goes beyond course expectations. Normally 
achieved by a minority of students. 

B+ 
B 
B- 

6 
5 
4 

77 – 79 
73 – 76 
70 – 72 

A B+, B, or B- is earned by work that indicates a good 
comprehension of the course material, a good command of the skills 
needed to work with the course material, and the student’s full 
engagement with the course requirements and activities. A B+ 
represents a more complex understanding and/or application of the 
course material. Normally achieved by the largest number of 
students. 

C+ 
C 

3 
2 

65 – 69 
60 – 64 

A C+ or C is earned by work that indicates an adequate 
comprehension of the course material and the skills needed to work 
with the course material and that indicates the student has met the 
basic requirements for completing assigned work and/or 
participating in class activities. 

D 1 50 – 59 

A D is earned by work that indicates minimal command of the 
course materials and/or minimal participation in class activities that 
is worthy of course credit toward the degree. 

 

N Grades: Students who have completed the following elements will be considered to 

have completed the course and will be assigned a final grade: 

Failure to complete one or more of these elements will result in an “N” grade 

regardless of the cumulative percentage on other elements of the course. An N is a 

failing grade, and it factors into a student’s GPA as 0. The maximum percentage that 

can accompany an N grade on a student’s transcript is 49. 

  

http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2014/FACS/UnIn/UARe/Grad.html
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Technology in the classroom 
We use a range of technology with this course. If you need help with any of the 
technology, there are resources available (see below). 
 

CourseSpaces 
CourseSpaces (CS) is an open source online e-learning software platform that we 
will use for this course. CS will be used to post general course information, 
announcements, reading assignments, lecture slides, and all grades.  Please check 
it every weekday.  Grades will be posted only on the CS site.  To access our course 
CS you will need a Netlink ID and password (netlink.uvic.ca).  For CS basics go to: 
http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/help/students/index.php      
 

Laptop use 
Students may use computers in the lecture hall, but their use is discouraged in 
tutorials. However, multiple recent studies have revealed that the use of laptops 
in the classroom has a variety of negative impacts on student learning, not the 
least of which is distracting students who sit near laptop users. See Sana, Weston, 
& Cepeda (2013) Laptop multitasking hinders classroom learning for both users and 
nearby peers, Computers & Education: 62 (24-31) for an example of this research. 
 
The Cliff Notes summary of the research on laptop use is this: 
1. Students who take notes by hand tend to score higher on exams 
2. Students who use laptops in class tend to be more easily distracted, have a 

harder time sorting out what is important from the lecture material, and tend 
to score poorly on exams compared to students who don’t use them 

3. Students who sit near laptop users but don’t use laptops themselves report 
higher levels of distraction and tend to score poorly on exams compared to 
students who sit further away 

 
Because of point 3, in particular, I want to have large laptop-free zones in the 
classroom, where students who choose not to use laptops will not be negatively 
affected by others’ use of them. Therefore, if you do choose to bring a laptop to 
lectures, please sit on the left-hand side of the room (as you face the screen). 

 
i>Clickers 
See above. If you are having trouble with your i>clicker, please check out the help 
resources at: http://www.uvic.ca/systems/support/learningteaching/iclicker/  

  

http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/help/students/index.php
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360131512002254
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360131512002254
http://www.uvic.ca/systems/support/learningteaching/iclicker/
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Student Protocol:  
In the spirit of collegiality, I ask that you come to class on time. Please do not 
disrupt the class with late arrival. The classroom doors can be very loud and late-
comers distract the class and me. If you are late, please be courteous, enter as 
quietly as possible and sit in the first available seat. Equally, if you have to leave 
early for an appointment, etc, try to sit in an aisle seat and leave as quietly as you 
can. Please do not ask me for notes if you miss all or part of a class. Try to make 
arrangements with another student. 
 
Remember that talking during lectures distracts those around you and me. The 
way the big lecture halls are shaped, noise is funnelled to the front and sometimes 
your words carry further than you think. Please be polite—we all appreciate it. 

Email Policy 
This email policy applies to both the instructor and the TAs. Most of the time, you 
can expect a reply to an email within 24-48 hours. Please do NOT expect an 
immediate reply. You should also know that we will only rarely reply to emails on 
the weekends. Moreover, there are limited issues that we will deal with over email 
– general administrative business, quick questions regarding class assignments etc. 
We will not answer bigger questions over email (such as questions about your 
marks, problems within your tutorial groups or course content questions). Please 
visit during office hours or make an appointment. Make sure you include the 
course code (ANTH 100) in your subject line, along with the subject of your 
message, otherwise your email may skip the inbox and be rejected as junk mail. 
Finally, before emailing us a question, check the CS site, syllabus, assignment 
guidelines and announcements – the answer to your question may already be there. 

Late Assignments 
Tutorial assignments are usually due on the day of your tutorial (there may be 
some where you must submit something early or later – always check the deadlines 
on CourseSpaces). Your TAs have been advised not to accept late assignments or 
assignments submitted by students who have skipped the associated tutorial 
without valid medical documentation such as a note from your doctor. 

Missed exams 
Make-up exams will only be provided for students who miss the midterm exams 
due to illness or other emergency situation or for religious or spiritual observances 
(as per University Policy). Proper documentation is required (e.g. medical note). 
Please contact me as soon as possible if an exam date conflicts with a religious or 
spiritual observance day. If you miss the exam for a valid medical or other 
emergency situation, please contact me as soon as possible before or after the 
exam date to schedule a make-up exam. 
 
If you have to miss the final exam due to illness or other emergency situation (as 
per University Policy), you must get proper medical documentation (see UVic 
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Health Services http://health.uvic.ca/index.html), fill in an application for 
Academic Concession at the undergraduate advising office and make arrangements 
to write the exam after the final examination period. 
 

Equity in the classroom 
The University of Victoria is committed to promoting, providing and protecting a 
positive, supportive and safe learning and working environment for all its members 
[Senate resolution, January 13th, 1999].  As part of our commitment to equity, the 
Department of Anthropology has established an Equity Committee.  If you have 
concerns regarding equity issues in the classroom, you may contact a member of 
the Equity committee or the Chair of the Department.  The Department Secretary 
can provide you with the names of the current members of this committee. 
 
Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course.  In 
particular, if you have a disability/health consideration that may require 
accommodations, please feel free to approach me and/or the Resource Centre for 
Students with a Disability (RCSD) as soon as possible.  The RCSD staff are available 
by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals and arrange appropriate 
accommodations http://www.uvic.ca/services/rcsd/.  The sooner you let us know 
your needs the quicker we can assist you in achieving your learning goals in this 
course.   
 

Academic Integrity 
The University of Victoria does not tolerate academic misconduct, and the policies 
of the University will be upheld in this course. The Policy on Academic Integrity 
can be found in the University of Victoria Calendar. 

Course Experience Surveys (CES) 
I value your feedback on this course. Towards the end of term you will have the 
opportunity to complete a confidential course experience survey (CES) regarding 
your learning experience. The survey is vital to providing feedback to me regarding 
the course and my teaching, as well as to help the department improve the overall 
program for students in the future. When it is time for you to complete the survey, 
you will receive an email inviting you to do so. If you do not receive an email 
invitation, you can go directly to http://ces.uvic.ca . You will need to use your 
UVic NetLink ID to access the survey, which can be done on your laptop, tablet or 
mobile device. I will remind you nearer the time, but please be thinking about this 
important activity, especially the following three questions, during the course. 
1. What strengths did your instructor demonstrate that helped you learn in this 

course? 
2. Please provide specific suggestions as to how the instructor could have helped 

you learn more effectively. 
3. Please provide specific suggestions as to how this course could be improved. 

http://health.uvic.ca/index.html
http://www.uvic.ca/services/rcsd/
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2011/FACS/UnIn/UARe/PoAcI.html
http://ces.uvic.ca/
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Student Success Tips:  
Your success at UVIC is important to the Department of Anthropology. If you are 
considering a major or minor in Anthropology, check out our Undergraduate 
Handbook.  

Resources: 
The University of Victoria makes available an array of student-centred resources to 
help you achieve your academic goals. For example, the Learning Skills Program 
has online and in-person advice about all aspects of the educational environment, 
including: note-taking, study skills, thinking critically, and preparing for and 
writing examinations. I highly recommend making use of these resources. 
Importantly, peer-counselling is also available. For additional information: 
 
The Learning Commons: http://www.uvic.ca/library/locations/home/learning/  
Centre for Academic Communication: 
http://www.uvic.ca/learningandteaching/home/home/centre/  
Peer Help: http://web.uvic.ca/~peerhelp/ 

Tentative Timetable (subject to change) 
This is a tentative list of topics and associated chapters. Please check 
CourseSpaces for specific page numbers.  
 
Textbook codes: 
MG = Muckle & Gonzalez: Through the Lens of Anthropology 
REL = Lenkeit: High Heels and Bound Feet and other Essays in Anthropology 
 

Week Theme Readings
1 

Important Dates/Notes 

Jan 
5, 6, 
8 

Introductions 
What is 
Anthropology? 

MG: Ch 1 
REL: Ch 1 

 

Jan 
12, 
13, 
15 

What is 
culture?  

MG: Ch 8 
REL: Ch 2 
 

Jan 17: Last day for 100% 
reduction of 1st term fees if you 
drop a course 
Tutorials start this week – please 
be on time: Culture Tutorial 

Jan 
19, 
20, 
22 

Primatology 
MG: Ch 2 
REL: Ch 
20 

Jan 20: Last day for adding 
courses that begin in the 1st term. 
Primatology Tutorial  

                                         
1 These chapters are based on the 2nd edition of the textbook, exact pages for each chapter in both 
editions will be posted on CourseSpaces weekly, along with any additional required readings. 

http://www.uvic.ca/socialsciences/anthropology/undergraduate/advising/index.php
http://www.uvic.ca/socialsciences/anthropology/undergraduate/advising/index.php
http://www.uvic.ca/library/locations/home/learning/
http://www.uvic.ca/learningandteaching/home/home/centre/
http://web.uvic.ca/~peerhelp/


ANTH 100 A01/A02 Spring 

 2016

 

11 
 

Jan 
26, 
27, 
29 

Evolution 
MG: Ch 3 
REL: Ch 
19 

Evolution Tutorial 

Feb 
2, 3, 
5 

Human 
evolution 

MG: Ch4 
REL: Ch 
21 

Tutorial: Project work part 1 

Feb 
9, 10, 
12 

Reading Break 

Feb 
16, 
17, 
19 

Archaeology/ 
Cultural 
evolution 

MG: Ch 
5-7 

 

Midterm Feb 16 
No tutorial 

Feb 
23, 
24, 
26 

Feb 29: Last day for withdrawing 
from 1st term courses without 
penalty of failure. 
Tutorial: Project work part 2 

Mar 
1, 2, 
4 

Language/ 
Religion 

MG: Ch 
9, 13 
REL: Ch 
17 

Language & Gender Tutorial 

Mar 
8, 9, 
11 

Food-getting 
MG: Ch 
10 
REL: Ch 9 

Garbology Tutorial 
Guest lecture: Abra Wenzel 

Mar 
15, 
16, 
18 

Kinship & 
Gender 

MG: Ch 
11 
REL: Ch 
13 

Rites of Passage/Marriage Tutorial 

Mar 
22, 
23 

Politics 

MG: Ch 
12 
REL: Ch 
14 

No tutorials this week  
(university closed on Friday) 

Mar 
29, 
30, 
Apr 1 

Anthropology & 
Sustainability 

MG: Ch 
15 

Ethics Tutorial  

April 
7-21 

Exam period: Please note: I do not know when our exam will be. It’s 
not something I have a say in. You need to check the exam schedule 
for this. Please do not make any travel plans until you know the exam 
date. 

 

http://www.uvic.ca/current-students/home/academics/examinations/timetable.php

