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SIX THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT ISRAEL/PALESTINE

Presented by Independent Jewish Voices (IJV) Vancou-
ver, part of a national grassroots Jewish organization
that believes in equality for Israelis and Palestinians and
an end to the Israeli occupation of Palestine. We repre-
sent the thousands of Canadian Jews who support a just
peace in Israel/Palestine.

1) The Jewish community, like other communities, is di-
verse and does not speak with one voice. There is no
one Jewish organization that speaks for all Jews. Some
in the Jewish community support Israel, right or wrong,
but many other Jews are strongly opposed to the Israeli
treatment of the Palestinians. IJV says that the current
bombing and destruction of Gaza is the continued col-
lective punishment of the Palestinian people by Israel
and must stop immediately. There must be a permanent
ceasefire, there is no military solution.

2) For centuries, European Jews were oppressed and
murdered in Europe. Millions were killed in the Nazi Ho-
locaust in WW2. This had nothing to do with the Palestin-
ians. The European Jews came to Palestine at the end of
the 19th century. They, like other European colonists who
settled North and South America, drove the indigenous
people (the Palestinians) off the land. These European
Jewish colonizers, called Zionists, expelled 750,000 Pal-
estinians and destroyed 500 Palestinian villages in 1948
in order to found the state of Israel. They were support-
ed by the very European powers that colonized China
and other parts of Asia and who wanted the Palestinians
to pay for the Nazi holocaust.

3) Thus the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians
did not begin on October 7, 2023. Hamas did not start
this conflict. Israel started it by oppressing and killing
thousands of Palestinians since 1948. The Hamas attacks
were a response to this brutal Israeli treatment Since 1967
the West Bank has been occupied by Israeli troops and
Israeli settlements on stolen Palestinian land. Palestians
face check points, travel restrictions, house demolitions
arbitrary detention all because they are not Jewish. Thou-
sands of Palestinian political prisoners are in Israeli jails.
Thousands more have been murdered. Gaza is an open
air prison, monitored and controlled by Israel.

4) The current Israeli slaughter in Gaza is a continuation
of this brutal treatment. Israel is not “defending” itself in
Gaza. It has killed over 30,000 Palestinian civilians, most
of whom are women and children. It is bombing hospi-
tals, schools, mosques, and churches. It is killing health
care workers, teachers, poets and cultural workers. It has
destroyed or severly damaged most of the housing in
Gaza. It is blocking aid from reaching the people in Gaza
so starvation and disease are setting in. As a Jewish or-
ganization, we say that the Israelis are not the victims
in Israel/Palestine. Israel is the oppressor. While some
Hamas actions on October 7 were clearly illegal, they
provide no justification for the ongoing Israeli slaughter.
The destruction of Gaza is a stain on the soul of Israel
and of its supporters in Canada.

5) Btselem, the Israeli human rights organization, says
that there is “Jewish supremacy over the Palestinians”
between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea.
Israeli Jews have more rights and privileges than Pales-
tinians living in the same area simply because they are
Jewish. Israeli Jews are governed by different laws than
Palestinians. Btselem calls this system apartheid. This Is-
raeli apartheid and the Israeli genocide in Gaza is fund-
ed and supported by the US. It also is supported by our
own government which continues to sell arms to Israel.
This support is shameful and must stop.

6) What is the longterm solution in Israel/Palestine? It
is simple: equality, human rights and democracy for all
people living between the Jordan River and the Mediter-
ranean Sea. Currently there are 6.8 million Israeli Jews
and 6.8 million Palestinians living in this area but Pales-
tinians are second class citizens or stateless. Israel must
end the military occupation of Palestinian Territories and
grant the same rights and privileges to Palestinians as it
does to Israeli Jews.
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