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Human and animal migration are thought to take place in wholly different legal worlds, 
subject to distinct socio-political spheres of knowledge. To think otherwise would be to 
lump together marginalized people with animals, just as Trump did in May 2018: “These 
aren’t people, these are animals.” Human and animal migration, however, have much 
more in common than is typically assumed. This paper examines the definitions, 
demographics, and legal regulation of human and animal migration. Using a critical lens, it 
shows how the law subjects human and animal migrants to deregulation, illegalization, 
and securitization. In the coming years, this situation will be exacerbated – factually, 
politically, legally – due to climate change: Entire populations of humans and animals will 
migrate to the poles due to global warming, mounting environmental disasters, and 
steady sea level rise. This paper puts forward tentative policy goals and measures to avert 
a global migration crisis and build up interspecies resilience. 
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