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Feminism and animal advocacy share a deep history of interconnections. The 
majority of animal advocates have been women, and feminist scholars have long 
drawn thematic and material connections between the exploitation of women 
and the exploitation of animals. But where does law and legal theory fit in this 
picture? This talk will explore some of the ways that feminist jurisprudence and 
feminist theory offer an innovative set of contributions to the study of animal 
law—paving the way for approaches that challenge liberal legalism, explore 
linked oppressions, and interrogate background assumptions and hierarchies. 

Jessica Eisen is an assistant professor at the University of Alberta Faculty of Law 
and a doctoral candidate at Harvard Law School.  Her research interests include 
comparative constitutional and equality law, feminist legal theory, animal law, 
and food law and policy.  Professor Eisen has previously studied at Barnard 
College (BA, Political Science and Human Rights Studies), The University of 
Toronto Faculty of Law (JD), and Osgoode Hall Law School (LLM).  Her work has 
been published in the Journal of Law and Equality, the Animal Law Review, 
Transnational Legal Theory, the Canadian Journal of Poverty Law, Queen’s Law 
Journal, ICON: The International Journal of Constitutional Law, and the Michigan 
Journal of Law Reform.  She is a member of the Ontario Bar, and has practiced 
in the areas of human rights, labour and employment, and constitutional law. 


