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Background Research Questions Hypotheses

Kelp, Heat, and Turf Algae 1. Do local environmental conditions explain 1. Kelp abundance and diversity will be negatively

Kelp are one of the most vulnerable temperate marine ecosystems to climate composition and diversity of intertidal kelp influenced by temperature, but more wave exposed
change, with recent marine heatwaves causing considerable kelp losses in many communities? sites will mediate this negative effect

regions.12 Due to heat stress, phase shifts often occur to more heat-tolerant turf :

ecosystems, in which a dense layer of shorter algae with less structural complexity - Areturf algae common in the absence of . Algal turf presence will respond in an opposing manner

than kelp dominates the substrate.> kelp? to kelp presence

Climate Change Implications

In coastal oceans, local environmental .', : = : - Results Discussion
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